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I have heard that gesture called swank. But it was a true
historic landmark. For not only did Edward Carteret mean to
indicate to the four families who made up the population
of his metropolis of Elizabethtown that he, even as they,
meant to work in the fields. But he uttered for all the
colonies the final pronouncement that their English rulers
had given up the idea of gold-bug hunting and competing
with the great Mogul in the production of indigo, gensing,
ginger, and spices. From that day on America was ordered
for ever to abandon get-rich-quick ideas. Alas! . . . Not
so very long after their rulers enjoined on them such sage
counsels the colonies got rid of them.
The device on the seal of the Twenty-Four Proprietors of
Jersey is a pair of scales above a shock of wheat that is
supported by two ears of corn. . . . English corn by Indian.
... I should have liked it to have in the first and fourth
quarters English, and in the second and third, Dutch
. . . hoes.
§
Very well, then. . . . Very soon now the Small Producer
must again inherit the earth and the fullness thereof . . .
whether we like it or no. It has always been so; so it must
be again. It is not merely the lion and the lizard that keep
the courts of Jamshydd. The peasant's plough passes back-
wards and forwards above where he sleeps. That, no doubt,
gives him something to think about. And the Small Pro-
ducer—the man supporting himself and his family from his
plot of ground and by the work of his hands—is the one
human being whom currency, finance, tariff, the refri-
gerator, and the machine—those arbiters of the destinies of
all other mortals—cannot very much affect* Even wars
cannot root him out.
All the small truck-gardens along the Marne were wiped
out by the ironshod feet of troops in September 1914. But
by the following March those same gardens carried as
many rows of lettuce, beets, celery, and spinach as they had
shown before the Germans came. To-day peaceable peoples
practice in cellars with gas masks against the Day. ... It

